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Fall is officially here and is my favorite of all the seasons.  Besides football,      
baseball playoffs, and many new TV shows to check out, it is the best time to be 
outside and witness God’s beauty of creation.  Growing up in the mountains, this is 
the time of year my parents would drag me kicking and screaming to the car for 
those Sunday afternoon drives on the Blue Ridge Parkway or Skyline Drive,      
stopping at overlooks to ooh and ah at the bright colors as the trees began their    
transition into a much colder time ahead.  I thought, “You’ve seen one orange tree, 
you’ve seen them all,” and so I never quite saw what all the hoopla was about.  I 
thought, “Hey, I could be home watching football, baseball, or new TV shows.”  
Maybe the constant carsickness from riding in the backseat tainted my opinion 
slightly.  Thanks mom!   
  

But now that I’m much older, and maybe just a little wiser, I see things differently.  As the air cools and leaves fall 
to the ground, I am drawn to those mountains of my childhood, wanting to throw on my old Boy Scout backpack 
and jump on the Appalachian Trail to hike through places like Hog Camp Field and Crabtree Meadows, to spend a 
leisurely time becoming reconnected with those things from my past that I took for granted so many times, and 
make up for missed opportunities to enjoy the beauty of God’s creations.  Author Bill Bryson says it best, “Fall is 
such a good time for a walk in the woods.” 
 

So I would like to ask you during this fall  
season, what are your mountains?  What are 
those things that you take for granted, not able 
to see their beauty because you’re too busy, 
focused on the wrong things, or just plain 
blind to what God has placed right in front of 
you?  Don’t let another day pass without    
taking time to look around and inventory the 
many blessings God has provided just for you. 

From Pastor Bill 

Rev.  Bill Dawson 
Associate Pastor 
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I came across this story and thought it might be helpful to some who are going 
through difficult times. 
 

The Pet Dog 
 

A small boy has a pet dog which he loves very dearly.  He plays with that 
dog every day, and the dog sleeps beside him at night.  One day the boy 
opens the door of the family garage just in time to see his father killing the 
dog.  The fatal shot rings out; the boy screams and rushes toward the dog.  
The father catches the boy who kicks at him and screams:  “You killed my 
dog. You killed my dog. I hate you. I hate You.”  The father carries the 
boy into the house and says, “My son, I will tell you why I had to kill him.”  But the boy runs from his 
father, screaming “I hate you. I hate you. You killed my dog.” 
 

In order to make our parable fit the spiritual facts we are trying to explain, we will continue in a     
somewhat absurd way.  For men who act in an absurd way toward God may not see their own absurdity 
in the parallel.  This boy, we will say, continues to live in his father’s house, eating the meals that are 
provided by his father, wearing the clothes that are provided by his father, yet constantly saying that he 
hates his father because his father killed his dog.  The boy grows up and begins to have some              
understanding of disease and pathology; he is given clippings that tell of a epidemic of rabies in his   
neighborhood, and that a mad dog had bitten several children—some of them had died.  He even finds a 
clipping that states that the mad dog bit several other dogs in the neighborhood and that it was          
necessary for the owners to destroy those pets.  From his maturity the boy can look back on his own 
childhood and see how warped were his opinions of his own father.  He had carried hatred of his father 
through the years because his father had crossed his childish will.  Now he sees evidence that his father 
was acting in wisdom and love, that his pet dog might have bitten him and caused his own death. 
 

We should understand that God has reason which are unknown to us.  It should be sufficient that we 
have God’s Word for it. 

By Donald Grey Barnhouse, from Let Me Illustrate 
 

 

Dr. Rob Edwards 
Senior Pastor 
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Youth Leader 
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A Simple Gift.   A Simple Message. 

For  the  last  five  years, TSBC  participated  in  Operation Christmas Child  and  the Women of 
Grace would  like  to  sponsor  this  project  again  this  year.  Operation Christmas Child is a  part 
of  Franklin Graham’s ministry, Samaritan’s Purse.  Each year they ask churches to prepare shoebox 
gifts for underprivileged children in foreign countries.  Samaritan’s Purse distributes these gifts in 
countries devastated by war, famine, and natural disasters. They use the gifts as an opportunity to 
share Christ’s love with a coming generation in the hope that as Christ changes the child’s heart, the 
child will then seek to change his or her country for Christ. We can make an eternal difference with a    
simple shoebox filled with everyday items we take for granted.  Each family is asked to participate in 
Operation Christmas Child.   
 

In addition to the gifts family members give each other, each one could buy items, prepare them, and 
send them off hoping that God will change the world with a shoebox.  Will you help us with this    
project? 

 

Collection dates are October 11 – November 8, 2009  
 

Brochures will be located in the vestibule and the Family Life Center beginning October 11 that will 
guide you as to how you can fill a shoebox. There will be a representative in the vestibule on Sundays 
after morning worship for 20 minutes and on Wednesday evenings in the Family Life Center from 
5:30 – 6:15 p.m. to collect completed shoe boxes. Please be sure there is a representative at one of the 
locations before dropping off your shoebox.  You may also return your shoebox to Kathy Battle in the 
church office.   

· Include the $7.00 shipping fee in the provided envelope in the brochure (Cash or checks made 
payable to Tucker Swamp Baptist) and place inside the shoe box.  

· Tape the shoe box label to the top of the box with the appropriate age marked. 
· Place two rubber bands around the outside of your shoebox.  

from Franklin Graham 
Seeing children’s faces light up when they 
receive shoe box gifts is a joy that will never 
grow old for me.  God has blessed Operation 
Christmas child beyond anything we ever 
imagined.  This Samaritan’s Purse outreach 
would not be possible without the faith 
prayers and unwavering commitment of     
individuals, families, churches, and groups 
through the United States.  Millions of        
children are hearing the Good News of the 
Savior in our follow-up discipleship programs 
overseas, and many are coming to faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Thank you for making an    
eternal difference in these precious lives, 
“For the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 
as these.” (Matthew 19:14b, NIV).  God bless 
you! 
 

it all starts with you 
Every box represents a precious girl or boy in 
need of a Savior.  Jesus told His disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few.” (Matthew 9:37b, NIV).  You can make 
an eternal difference in a child’s life by       
providing one or more filled shoeboxes.  
Most importantly, be fervent in prayer for    
Operation Christmas Child throughout the 
year.  The power of a simple gift begins with 
people like you! 

Tucker Swamp Baptist Church 
Blood Drive 

Wednesday, October 7 
3:00-8:00 pm 

            

Giving blood doesn’t require much time.   
About an hour should do it. 
You can help save lives in about an hour.   
The need is ongoing.  The supply is not.  Please give blood on October 7. 

 

 

American  
Red Cross 

Dear Tucker Swamp Church Family, 
 

Our church family has been incredibly good to us 
through this time of recovery following Bill’s open 
heart surgery on August 5. For prayer, help around 
the house, meals, running errands, gifts and even 
funds to help pay the massive medical bills we cannot 
thank you enough! 

 

 Blessed are those whose strength is in you,        
 who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.  

As they pass through the Valley of Baca,        
 they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains 

also cover it with pools. 
 They go from strength to strength,         
till each appears before God in Zion.  

 

The words above are from one of my favorite     
Scriptures in Psalms. I first studied it at a Women's 
Conference. The speaker was a pastor's wife who 
had been through a time of tragedy in her life. This 
scripture describes a time of sorrow; the Valley of 
Baca is not a literal valley, but any place of tears.       
Bill and I are getting our strength from the Lord. We 
are on a difficult journey (pilgrimage)...but the good 
news is we are just passing through; 'we ain't stayin' 
here!" Our hearts are truly set on getting through   
this difficult time. With the Lord's strength we will 
make this a spring (not a dry barren place). We are 
resolved to use this experience to grow in our walk 
with the Lord and to share with others what the Lord “The need is constant. The gratification is instant.  Give blood.”                

 has brought us through! The Lord has made this a 
fertile place; a place of lush growth; a place of       
refreshment! We are drawing from the Lord’s 
strength...even though we have times of weakness;, 
the Lord comes in like a flood and restores hope in 
us! He is so faithful! I pray that each of you are  using 
your time in praying for Bill also as a time of praise; a 
place of growth and refreshment. Bill and I look     
forward to a time soon when we can again be active 
in our church; to encourage others who are lost,   
hurting and feeling hopeless. We pray that God will 
heap His blessings on each of you!  

 

We love and appreciate  you,    
Bill and Kathy Battle 

 

Dear Tucker Swamp Baptist Church Family, 
 

Words cannot express my heartfelt gratitude for       
all that everyone did for Sue during her stay at     

Consulate in Windsor—the prayers, cards, gifts, 
words of encouragement not only to Sue, but to me 
as well.  To the ones that so graciously picked her 
up and took her back on Sundays and other occa-
sions, I cannot thank you enough.  Those were 
special times for Sue.  As the days drew closer for 
Sue, as she got closer to going home, I thank you 
for being at her bedside, not only Sue, but for me 
as well.  This would occur so quickly and it seemed 
as if you were there at a momen’s notice.  Thank 
you.  The time of fellowship after the service, what 
a wonderful celebration!  Sue would have enjoyed 
every morsel.  Thank you to all who gave of their 
time and preparation of such wonderful food and 
drink.  To God be the glory till we meet again. 

 

In  God’s Love, 
Ruth Ellen Burch & Family 
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From P.J. and Lizzy . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Dear TSBC Family, 
 
It is time for a long overdue thank you for all your prayers,      
encouragement, and financial support.  Thank you for your       
patience with us as we’ve adjusted to this new place, culture, and 
time in our lives.  While this second overseas experience thus far 
has proven to be challenging, with it has also come many       
wonderful blessings—answers to prayer, and reminders of His 
never ending love and faithfulness.  Thank you for being a part of 
what He is doing in Nepal and for being a hand of love to these 
beautiful people!  We love you!   

P.J. & Lizzy 
 

 
Special Requests: 
 

· Language learning — Lizzy will be starting with a new teacher in August, and P. J. will  
 begin formal studies at a local school. 
· Depth in friendships — we’ve made many new friends thus far.  Please ask that those with 

people inside and outside the kingdom would have depth. 

 

 

Praying for Your Pastor  
by Don Cockes, Church Enrichment Missionary Southeast Ministry Area 

It may go without saying… 
 

but in today’s world, pastors need encouragement!  George Barna’s research team shows that 
“pastors are the single most occupationally frustrated professionals in America.” They’ve also found 
that 8 out of 10 pastors believe that pastoral ministry affects their families negatively. 
 

We can make a difference by praying for our pastors and staff.  How can you pray for your pastor 
and staff? Here are some suggestions: 
�� Ask God to protect your pastor and staff and their families and guard them from the plots of the 

Evil One. 
�� Ask God to heal hurts that have come in the ministry so that your pastor and staff may be set free 

to serve with joy. 
�� Pray for your pastor and staff to have a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel 

with insight and power. 
�� Ask the Father to give renewed intimacy with Jesus, that the Good Shepherd might lead your 

pastor in a path of righteousness. 
 

Encourage the entire church to pray for your pastor. 1 Timothy 5:17 makes it clear that we are to 
give special affirmation to our spiritual leaders. The North American Mission Board offers prayer 
guides with suggestions on how to intercede for pastors and staff at www.namb.net. 
 

Don’t let your pastor or staff become an easy target of the enemy. Be creative in exhorting them, and 

above all…do not forget to pray for them. 

 

Pastor Appreciation 

Do you know what would make the 
PERFECT GIFT or surprise  

for Pastor Rob  
and Pastor Bill on this special time???? 

YOU!!!  
Become an active and committed  

member!!!   Bibles wide open,  
taking notes, and  

encouraging them afterward!   
But really, that's all anyone wants— 

isn't it?    Just to be appreciated for their 
work's sake and an occasional  

“THANK YOU.” 

 

· Anyone who would like to hear 
or view a past worship service 
or send a copy of a past service 
to someone please contact the 

church office.  You may always 
request a copy of the service by 
filling out a request form in the 
groom’s room or by email at  
mail@tuckerswamp.com. 

· If you do not want your name,  
address, or phone number        

published in our church directory 
or do not want your birthday or    

anniversary published in our 
weekly bulletin or monthly     

newsletter, please contact Kathy or 
Cindy in the church at 242-6553. 

PLEASE NOTE . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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We are now entering our second month of the new Sunday School year 
and our classes are getting used to the new format.  I would like to thank 
you all for the efforts and I have already heard how they are paying off.  
Let me encourage you to come get connected through Sunday School if 
you are not already. Statistics show us that those not in a Sunday School 
class will be five times more likely to leave the church within five years 
than those who are. With our new format we hope to better build          
relationships, minister more effectively to each other, and reach those in 
our community who do not have a relationship with Jesus. 

 

 

 
 

WOMEN ’S M INISTRY    
A special thanks to each of you who  

participated in the  
Baby Bottle Boomerang Project  
this year.  If you have not yet turned  

in your bottle, please  do so as  
soon as possible. 

Our Sympathy to . . .  
 

Sue Eades Family upon her recent death. 
Dennis and Michelle Blair upon their recent 
 death of their baby. 
Judy Hatfield upon the recent death  of her  
 sister, Frances Jones. 

 
 

Kimberly Chappell 
10777 New Rd. 
Ivor, VA 23866 

Phone:  242-4615 
 

Andrew Noggle 
3232 Archers Mill Rd. 

Suffolk, VA 23434 
Phone:  923-1159 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Walt Bryant 
13519 Tucker Swamp Rd. 

Zuni, VA 23898 
Phone:  242-4409 

 

Cody Fortner 
112 E. North St. 

Wakefield, VA 23888 
Phone:  619-1484 

 

 
 

James & Dianna Williams 
9326 Kellos Mill Rd. 
Wakefield, VA 23888 

Phone:  859-9099 
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Born:  September 2, 2009 

Weight:  9 lbs. 3 oz. 
Parents:  Gordon & Lisa Calhoun 

Sister:  Lilly 

 

 

%��6%��6%��6%��6����
�������9����6��
���������9����6��
���������9����6��
���������9����6��
��� ���

)���
�������
�)���
�������
�)���
�������
�)���
�������
�� ���

�7�7�)%�6>�67$%�7�7�)%�6>�67$%�7�7�)%�6>�67$%�7�7�)%�6>�67$%� ���
>6%>�7$�'0#�1((*>6%>�7$�'0#�1((*>6%>�7$�'0#�1((*>6%>�7$�'0#�1((*� ���

D<((� 2D<((� 2D<((� 2D<((� 2� ���
%��6� �������9�
%��6� �������9�
%��6� �������9�
%��6� �������9�
� ���

����

�5�?�<����������������������������5�?�<����������������������������5�?�<����������������������������5�?�<���������������������������� ���
?�5?�5?�5?�5� ���
������>������
	���������>������
	���������>������
	���������>������
	���� ���
7�����7�����7�����7������ ���
%��6� ���������
%��6� ���������
%��6� ���������
%��6� ���������
� ���
����

�������<��
����6������#��������
�������<��
����6������#��������
�������<��
����6������#��������
�������<��
����6������#��������
� ���

5���������
��
��
���
���������
�
E�
	����

����

��	������
	��
��
����������

 
����

����

>�
�����D#�1((*>�
�����D#�1((*>�
�����D#�1((*>�
�����D#�1((*� ���
6����/����@�;6����/����@�;6����/����@�;6����/����@�;� ���

3	�
����7���
����2�������)
�3������;;3	�
����7���
����2�������)
�3������;;3	�
����7���
����2�������)
�3������;;3	�
����7���
����2�������)
�3������;;� ���
����

)��.���3�������%�����������������)��.���3�������%�����������������)��.���3�������%�����������������)��.���3�������%������������������ ���
6	���
���#�3���
�.������6�����
�
4446	���
���#�3���
�.������6�����
�
4446	���
���#�3���
�.������6�����
�
4446	���
���#�3���
�.������6�����
�
444 ����

����$�����������
���"��������
�
����
�������
����
��

�������/�:�"�����
�����������
���

�
���:��"���
(�"�-���
���@&�����
�

5����������	���������)��������"��
��������
���������������������������
���"���
�����

�����������������
������
�

3
����������

 



����
�@��A�@,�
���

��������
�<�
������
�@�����

<�
����B�:��������
�"���
����

��"�
(��������
,�@&�
���

:������4%C��"����
������"4�������"=���

:�������
>@��A.@�����

'�����3������������
�
�

����
.@��
��

3�9����"4:
���"-�
�@��
��

���
�����)�����������
6������*�����

>@&����
�������*�-���

����
,�@��
��

��
//�*����"-�
�
�

	�
�
.@��
��

3�9����"4:
���"-�
�@,����

2
���(��������
>@&�A�@&����

<���������B��
�������"D�%$*0?3��

>@,�A�@&����
'�����$���9��(�
>@,�A�@&����

<�
(4
���������(4
$�����3������������

�@&����
$�����������<�
������

����
�

�
��
.@��
��

3�9����"4:
���"-�

����

�
�
�
�

� � � ,� ��
�����
��6��
������

���������"�

��
�@�����

����$������	7�
���������

�

&�
.@��
��

�
��������
��
���
�

���������	
��
,�@�����

#�'�$����
��-�
��
,�@,����

����$������	7-�	����
!	�����

�@��A�@�����
����$������	73���
���������8
��-
&��

��
>@�����

#�'��������
��
����������-�
��

�
�@�����

/�
����*�-�
��
�
�

>�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

��
�@��A.@�����

����	�/�����
�
� �
�
�
�
�

.�
�
�
�
�

��
��
���$������	7

#�'�
�
�
�
�

,��
��
���$������	7

#�'�
�
�

�

,,�
,�@&�
��

����������
/�
����2�	��
�����

�
�

��
���$������	7#�'�
�

2"��
������������
��
����	�3��)������
����

,��
�
�
�
�
�

,��
,,@��
��

�
�
�
�
�
�

������	�/������
�

,&�
>@�����

���������������
���
8�
�����
��7��
���

$������	�
�
�
�
�
�

,��
�
�
�
�
�

,>�
>@���� �

!	����'
���9�
��7
����$������	�

�
�
�
��
�
�

,��
�@��
��

���	�/������������
�

���"�����
������������
�

�
�
�

�
�

,.�
,�@�����

�����������������
2����
7��
����

$������	�
�

&@�����
���������������

��������
�

,��
5�	���������

$��������3���

���
�@�����

����
�	���"��
����������-�����
�

�
�
�
�
�

�,�
>@,����

:�
��������
����������

-�
��
�
�
�
�

���
�@�����

-����������������
-�
��

�
�
�
�
�

���
���������%�	
�����

8����7��
����
$������	�

�

�
����
��;�����
$������	7�
��;�
���

#�		��
�
�

�&�
.@��
��

������4#�	���
#���	
��

�
�
�
�
�

���
�

�
�

�
�

�>�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�

�

���
�

�.�
>@�����

�<!-=5/��
���������
����

8�
�����
��7��
���
$������	�

�
�
�
�

��� ���
�

�,�
�@�����

�
��������
�

�@�����
������
����
��

�

 

 
 

Counting  
Committee 

 

Tommy & Wanda 
Hyatt, Lynn Ivey 

 

Sunday School & Worship Greeters 
 

 4th:  Joe & Kitty Hancock, Carol Darden, Neal Owens 
 11th:  Audrey & Donald Padgett, Darlene Thomas, Neal Owens 
 18th:  Bob Porti, David Scott,  Sandra Brinkley, Neal Owens 
 25th:  Bill Randall, Joyce Rabil, Sandra Brinkley, Neal Owens 

 

Deacons of the Month 
 

John Anderson, 
Bill Battle, Bob Porti, 

Doug Chesson 

 
 

 4th No Children’s 
  Worship 
 11th Michelle Blair 
  Dennis Blair 
  Tammy Henry 
 18th Tommy Harrell 
  Angela Marshall 
 25th Allyson Flick 
  Karen Ross 
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1st Sunday—October 4 
 Crib Melissa Brinkley  562-5226 
  Kelly Bryant  242-4409 
Toddlers Lois Gurganus  569-1665 
 1’s Teresa & Jacob Higginbotham  846-5962 
 2’s Mary Beth & Chad Gribble  242-3882 
 3’s Susan & Pat Boyle  516-2899 
 4’s Sarah Randall  242-9547 
  Tricia Phelps  562-7078 
 
2nd Sunday—October 11 
 Crib Bonnie Detar  569-8088 
  Alyce Bass  859-9069 
Toddlers Allie Detar  569-8088 
 1’s Two Workers Needed 
 2’s Jerry & Beverly Bryant  377-4366 
 3’s Chris & Kara West  242-9652 
 4’s Edward & Tiffany O’Donnell  653-7270 
 
3rd Sunday—October 18 
 Crib Onycha & Sam Bias  242-6735 
Toddlers Tammy Henry  859-6411 
 1’s Dennis & Michelle Blair  569-1290  
 2’s Two Workers Needed 
 3’s Lynn & Lynn Goodrich  569-1023 
 4’s Karen Webb  923-3414 
  Cassidy Phelps  923-3414 
 
 

 
4th Sunday—October 25 
 Crib Allyson Fortner  619-1484 
  Adeline Tillett  562-6861 
Toddlers Kara Eason  562-7177   
 1’s Carol Darden  357-4457 
  Betty Lou Edwards  357-3513 
 2’s Sterling & Jamie Johnson  569-9515 
 3’s Bob & Angela Marshall  562-3423 
 4’s Barry &  Brenda Wills  242-6296 

Please note:  
 

If you have any questions or concerns about 
the Sunday nursery schedule, please contact 
your nursery leader.  If you are scheduled for  

 

Week 1—contact Melissa Brinkley  562-5226 
Week 2—contact Tiffany O’Donnell  653-7270 

Week 3—contact Michelle Blair  569-1290 
Week 4—contact Jamie Johnson  569-9515 

 

Sunday Nursery Workers —10:45 AM 
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Breakfast Team 
 

Jason Brinkley, Scott Detar, 
Doug Faircloth, Joe Poe,  

Sterling Johnson,  
Buddy Wright, Max Porter, 

Chad Gribble 

 
Wednesday Night Nursery 

 

Melissa Brinkley, Becky Owens, 
Tammy Henry 

2 
0 
0 
9 

:�6������
�D6
���"�7
�������������

����:�6������
��

2
���2�������A8�D27�������9���


